Housatonic River Commission

“to coordinate on a regional basis the local management and
protection of the Housatonic River Valley in northwestern Connecticut”

Minutes of the April 8, 2025 Meeting (subject to approval at the next meeting)
- HRC Office, West Cornwall and via Google Meet
Christian Allyn — North Canaan — A William R. Tingley, Chairman — Sharon — P

Jack Anstine — North Canaan — P Phil Hart, Vice-chairman — Cornwall — P
Dick Heinz — Canaan (Falls Village) - A Barton Jones — Cornwall — P

Ellery Sinclair — Canaan (Falls Village)—P Jesse Klingebiel, Secretary — Kent — P

Stacie Weiner — Salisbury — P Michael Benjamin - Kent — P

Gordon Whitbeck — Salisbury — P Marc Andreotto, Treasurer — New Milford —P
Jim Saunders — Sharon — A Robert Gambino — New Milford — P

(Acronyms listed on the last page)

Madeline Scherff, HRC Project Manager; Jackie Dias, NPS; Mike Jastremski, HVA; Drew Ransom
and Jesse Nivolo, DEEP; and Julie Saxton, website designer.

Mr. Tingley called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Mr. Andreotto moved that the agenda be amended to add “Add a third user to Google
Workspace” under Treasurer and Financial Reports. The motion was seconded and approved
unanimously.

The March 11, 2025 Meeting minutes were approved as written.
Treasurer and NHCOG Financial Reports

Mr. Andreotto reported that the W&S account balance is $66,445.75, and the NHCOG-HRC
subaccount balance is $7,743.72. All 2024-2025 town dues have been paid.

Ms. Scherff explained that a new contact email, info@housatonicrivercommion.org, is needed when
the website becomes active. The cost will be an additional $14.40 per month.

Mr. Andreotto moved that the third user be added to Google Workspace at $14.40 per month.
The motion was seconded and approved unanimously.

Mr. Jones moved that the following invoices be paid.

Invoice Period: 3/6/25/25-4/1/25

Date Budget Line Inv# Description Check To Amount

3/31 NPS - Organizat’l Devel. 368 Susan's Mar 2025 Recording Hrs Susan Francisco ~ $ 135.00
3/11 NPS - Website Design 10359 1 yr plan for Weebly website Madeline Scherff $ 144.00

NPS Budget $279.00
The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.

Nominating Committee: Mr. Jones, Mr. Saunders, Mr. Benjamin, and Mr. Hart will present a slate for
HRC officers at the May meeting, which will be voted on at the June meeting.

Communications — Mr. Tingley reported that Liz Lacy is retiring from the National Park Service.
Ms. Dias said that only six NPS staff remain to cover 17 rivers in the northeast due to the reduction in
force per the Department of the Interior.

Lynn Werner is retiring from HVA, and a search is ongoing for a new executive director.

Mr. Tingley introduced Jesse Nivolo, a CT DEEP officer in the Division of State Environmental
Conservation Police. Officer Nivolo explained that their responsibilities in Education, Outreach, and
Enforcement (on state land) cover fish and game, search and rescue, and state parks, adding that they
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predate state troopers by eight years. The discussion concerned hiring ENCON officers for additional
patrolling along the river on busy weekends and holidays, especially if increased use is expected due
to hot sunny weather. An officer assigned to the area might take an extra two or three hours to be
focused on the Wild & Scenic stretch of the river. A proposal on how the system would work will be
written up by Mr. Ransom, detailing the scope of the work. Ms. Dias reminded members that the
budget would need to be amended, as $15K for FY2025 has already been allocated to RIO for visitor
use. Mr. Jastremski said that HVA might be able to dedicate some funds. A general report on activity
would be expected. It was noted that the selectmen would appreciate the coverage. Mr. Jones
suggested that the River Access Committee come up with a plan.

Zoning permit applications for HRC review and comments

Honey Hill - North Canaan — Mr. Tingley noted that after the invasives were removed in the 300’
buffer zone, there is little vegetation between home sites and the river.

Mr. Tingley has noticed lately that there are projects along the river that never came before the HRC.
He stressed the importance of including HRC forms in zoning applications.

Work Plan Project Status Reports

Community Grants program — Henry Labalme will have a draft of the proposed project near the
Hughes Library in West Cornwall by September 30.

Website — Ms. Saxton shared pages of the website, which is structurally coming together and close to
launch. She pointed out new technology - a vast change from the first (and current) website of 13 years
ago. It will be a flexible space with changes determined by HRC members. Use of the website will be
monitored to get an idea of what’s working. They are still looking for images to be included.

Invasive Plant Management — Ms. Scherff suggested scheduling bi-monthly rather than monthly

meetings, hoping that more HRC members can attend. Decisions need to be made regarding available
funding.

Visitor Use Management — Mr. Jastremski said that HVA has hired four RIO stewards in preparation
for a June 4 start to the monitoring season.

Access Survey and Recommendations — Mr. Jones said that once the map (close to completion) is
available, near- and longer-term plans will be developed.

Ruggles Landing Site Plan — Mr. Ransom stated that progress is slow, but he has met with Jesse
Bunce, chair of the Friends group, that should be mostly formed with 501(c)(3) status and officers in
place by the end of April.

Stormwater/Stream Crossing Surveys — report in progress.

Ongoing Resource Issues reports

Wastewater Management Project in West Cornwall — Ms. Dias reported that Cornwall is in talks
with the landowner, who wants to be involved with the design of the structure. West Cornwall is
registered with the state to send RFQs.

Gaylordsville — stone dumping in the river — Mr. Ransom has been looking into this issue. The
property owner has a long history with the town of New Milford, and DEEP has taken up jurisdiction
from the town. Because of some changes in the organizational structure of the Army Corps of
Engineers in Connecticut, Ms. Dias might be able to continue the conversation with them regarding
the stone dumping.

GE Settlement/PCBs — The landfill design for PCB-contaminated soil in Lee has been approved.
HRC Member Updates — Ms. Dias reported that there is still no budget for the National Park Service.

HRC Minutes April 8, 2025 Page 2 of 3



Mutual Concerns & Future Agenda Items — Mr. Hart requested an item on the agenda to nake clear

when a member can sign off on a project without coming before the HRC.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:16 p.m.

Next regular meeting — May 13, 2025

BLEC - Berkshire Litchfield
Environmental Council

CCC - Citizens Coordinating Council

CCT - Cornwall Conservation Trust

DEEP — Department of Energy and
Environmental Protection

DOT - Department of Transportation

EnCon — Connecticut Environmental
Conservation Police

EPA — Environmental Protection Agency

FERC - Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission
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Recording Secretary,

Susan Francisco

Housatonic River Commission - (weebly.com)

FRCC - Farmington River Coordinating
Committee

GE — General Electric

H.E.A.L. — Housatonic Environmental
Action League

HMPA - Housatonic Meadows Preservation
Action

HHWG — Housatonic Herbicide Working
Group

HMSP — Housatonic Meadows State Park

HRC - Housatonic River Commission

HUD - Housing and Urban Development
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HVA — Housatonic Valley Association

JKW — Japanese Knotweed

NCD - Northwest Conservation District

NHCOG - Northwest Hills Council of
Governments

NPS — National Park Service

RIO - River Information and Outreach

RFP - Request For Proposal

STEAP - Small Town Economic Assistance
Program

ZEOQO —Zoning Enforcement Officer


https://hrcct.weebly.com/
https://hrcct.weebly.com/
https://www.ferc.gov/
https://www.ferc.gov/

