
   

Housatonic River Commission  
“to coordinate on a regional basis the local management and ​

protection of the Housatonic River Valley in northwestern Connecticut” 
Minutes of the August 12, 2025 Meeting (subject to approval at the next meeting)  

    HRC Office, West Cornwall, and via Google Meet 
   Christian Allyn – North Canaan – A  
   Jack Anstine – North Canaan – A 
   Dick Heinz – Canaan (Falls Village) – P 
   Ellery Sinclair – Canaan (Falls Village)–P   
   Stacie Weiner – Salisbury – P    
   Gordon  Whitbeck – Salisbury – A  
   Jim Saunders – Sharon – P 
 

William R. Tingley, Chairman – Sharon – P 
Phil Hart, Vice-chairman – Cornwall – A  
Barton Jones – Cornwall – A  
Jesse Klingebiel, Secretary – Kent – P   
Michael Benjamin – Kent – A 
Marc Andreotto, Treasurer – New Milford –P   
Robert Gambino – New Milford – P 

  (Acronyms listed on the last page) 

Also present: Madeline Scherff, HRC Project Manager; Jackie Dias, NPS; Rob Phillips, NHCOG; and 
Tim Abbott and Mike Jastremski, HVA 
Mr. Klingebiel called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
The July 8, 2025 Meeting minutes were approved as written.   
Treasurer and NHCOG Financial Reports  
Mr. Andreotto reported that the W&S account balance is $33,767.22, and the NHCOG-HRC 
subaccount balance is $7,743.72.  
Ms. Weiner moved that the following invoices be paid for the Invoice Period 7/2/2025-8/1/2025 

 
Date 

Budget Line 
Invoice 

# 
Description 

Check Mailed 
To 

Amount 

7/30 Community Grants 
Program (FY25) 1210 Rio Coordinating Committee Grant HVA $8,039.31 

7/31 Organizational 
Development (FY25) 372 Susan's July Hrs  Susan Francisco $217.50 

​ ​ ​ ​  NPS BUDGET      $8,256.81 
The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 
Communications  
Ms. Scherff talked about the plan to conduct routine site visits instead of subcommittee meetings every 
other month, and is open to any day of the week. A questionnaire was sent to all to get input on the 
times most accommodating to subcommittee members. This would include sites that need to be 
inspected. 
Zoning permit applications for HRC review and comments 
Honey Hill - North Canaan – Mr. Abbott reported on the outcome of the fourth iteration of the 
permit application. There are four broad conditions for approval: 

1. Two rare plants in DEEP's natural diversity database were identified during a survey, and their 
status needs to be determined. 

2. Expert archaeologists hired to determine the sensitivity of potential Paleo-Indian artifacts say that 
within 300 feet of the riverbank, where the easement is proposed, are where much but not all of the 
sensitive areas are. This requires assessment with consideration for what the Stockbridge-Munsee 
tribal leaders want. 
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3. A replanting plan for unvegetated banks within 20 feet of the river and a seasonal drainage plan are 
called for. 

4. The conservation easement is intended to be permanent, requiring a qualified entity to hold and 
enforce it.   

Mr. Abbott stated that there has been no movement on any of these four requirements 

Work Plan Project Status Reports  
Ruggles Landing Site Plan – Mr. Abbott reported that the Friends of Ruggles Landing Incorporated 
is now a Connecticut nonstock corporation, with an EIN, a bank account, and bylaws. There now 
needs to be a three-way negotiation with the Friends, CT DEEP, and the Town of North Canaan 
regarding a lease agreement. 

Community Grants Program - Ms. Scherff is drafting a template to be available on the Community 
Grant Application page of the website for a standard form for community grants applicants to make 
budget modifications. She explained that this would avoid requiring grantees to resubmit entire 
applications for changes such as budget amendments due to increased costs, or work plan/scope 
amendments when leftover funds are used for different but mission-aligned activities. It would still 
ensure approval by HRC. 

Website – Now that the website is up, Mr. Saunders asked if the site tracks the number of clicks and 
how to access that information. Ms. Scherff will check. 

Invasive Plant Management – Mr. Gambino reported that Cornwall is targeting Japanese Knotweed 
along the river and roadsides. Ms. Scherff and Drew Ransom (CT DEEP) have been discussing 
incentivizing private property owners to undertake native plantings and invasive removals, potentially 
incorporating community workshops, with HRC potentially covering a percentage of the cost. She has 
been in communication with a project manager for another wild and scenic river with similar issues. It 
was noted that addressing invasives in tributaries would benefit the main corridor. 
Visitor Use Management – no report 

Access Survey and Recommendations – HRC members were just sent the 2025 River Access 
Report, which summarizes seven years of data on river use and trends. They were urged to read it 
through before the subcommittee meetings and the September meeting. It was emphasized that this 
document is fluid and will continue to evolve as it is used for future planning and decision-making 
regarding river recreation. Now HRC needs to decide what to do with the information in the report. 
What do we want recreational access on the river to look like?  

North Kent river access – Discussion of incidents at Gunn's Landing/Fisherman's Cove in 
Gaylordsville/New Milford included a letter from FirstLight shared by Ms Dias that describes their 
plan to close the Fisherman's Cove parking area until new warning signage along the river and parking 
area restrictions are completed – expected to be done by September. With RIO reporting issues on 
North Kent Road, Mr. Jastremski attended the Kent Board of Selectmen's August meeting, where the 
Board agreed to his suggestions to add No Parking signage to one side of North Kent Road and keep 
the road open, with the understanding that closing river access points just leads to problems elsewhere.  
Mr. Jastremski asked that if HRC members are near river access sites, please communicate their 
observations.. 

At 8:24 p.m., the internet connection was lost. Reconnection was attempted several times to no 
avail. As there was no in-person quorum present, Vice-chair Tingley adjourned the meeting at 
8:37. 
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Ongoing Resource Issues reports   

Stormwater/Stream Crossing Surveys – tabled 

Housatonic Herbicide Working Group – tabled  
Wastewater Management Project in West Cornwall – tabled 

Gaylordsville – stone dumping in the river –tabled 

GE Settlement/PCBs – tabled 

HRC Member Updates –  Town and Partners updates all tabled 

Mutual Concerns & Future Agenda Items – tabled 

 

 

 Recording Secretary,    

 

Susan Francisco 

 

 
Next regular meeting –September 9, 2025        Housatonic River Commission - (weebly.com) 
 

BLEC – Berkshire Litchfield ​
  Environmental Council 
CCC – Citizens Coordinating Council   
CCT – Cornwall Conservation Trust 
DEEP – Department of Energy and​
   Environmental Protection 
DOT – Department of Transportation 
EnCon – Connecticut Environmental ​
   Conservation Police 
EPA – Environmental Protection Agency 
FERC - Federal Energy Regulatory ​
  Commission 

FRCC – Farmington River Coordinating ​
  Committee 
GE – General Electric 
H.E.A.L. – Housatonic Environmental ​
  Action League 
HMPA – Housatonic Meadows Preservation ​
  Action​
HHWG – Housatonic Herbicide Working ​
  Group 
HMSP – Housatonic Meadows State Park 
HRC – Housatonic River Commission 
HUD – Housing and Urban Development 

HVA – Housatonic Valley Association 
JKW – Japanese Knotweed 
NCD – Northwest Conservation District 
NHCOG – Northwest Hills Council of ​
  Governments 
NPS – National Park Service 
RIO - River Information and Outreach  
RFP - Request For Proposal 
STEAP - Small Town Economic Assistance​
   Program 
ZEO –Zoning Enforcement Officer 
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