
‭Housatonic River Commission‬
‭“to coordinate on a regional basis the local management and‬

‭protection of the Housatonic River Valley in northwestern Connecticut”‬
‭Minutes of the May 13, 2025 Meeting (‬‭subject to approval‬‭at the next meeting)‬

‭HRC Office, West Cornwall‬‭and via Google Meet‬
‭Christian Allyn – North Canaan – A‬
‭Jack Anstine – North Canaan – P‬
‭Dick Heinz – Canaan (Falls Village)‬‭– P‬
‭Ellery Sinclair – Canaan (Falls Village)–P‬
‭Stacie Weiner – Salisbury – P‬
‭Gordon  Whitbeck – Salisbury – A‬
‭Jim Saunders – Sharon – P‬

‭William R. Tingley, Chairman – Sharon – P‬
‭Phil Hart, Vice-chairman – Cornwall – A‬
‭Barton Jones – Cornwall – A‬
‭Jesse Klingebiel, Secretary – Kent – P‬
‭Michael Benjamin‬‭–‬‭Kent‬‭– P‬
‭Marc Andreotto, Treasurer – New Milford –P‬
‭Robert Gambino – New Milford – P‬

‭(Acronyms listed on the last page)‬

‭Also present: Madeline Scherff, HRC Project Manager; Jackie Dias, NPS; Julia Rogers, HVA; and‬
‭Drew Ransom, DEEP‬
‭Mr. Tingley called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.‬
‭The April 8, 2025 Meeting minutes were approved as written.‬
‭Treasurer and NHCOG Financial Reports‬
‭Mr. Andreotto reported that the W&S account balance is $100,507.75 (the third quarter of federal‬
‭funding has been transferred), and the NHCOG-HRC subaccount balance is $7,682.62.‬
‭Mr. Klingebiel moved that the following invoices be paid.‬

‭Invoice Period: 4/2/25–5/4/25‬

‭Date   Budget Line‬ ‭Inv #    Description‬ ‭Check To                   Amount‬
‭4/30   NPS - Organizat’l Devel. 368      Susan's Apr 2025 Recording Hrs  Susan Francisco      $ 165.00‬
‭1/31   NPS - Organizat’l Devel.‬ ‭..‬‭2474‬ ‭Jan Google‬‭Workspace‬ ‭Susan Francisco‬ ‭$   28.80‬
‭2/25   NPS - Organizat’l Devel.‬ ‭..1962‬ ‭Feb Google‬‭Workspace‬ ‭Susan Francisco‬ ‭$   28.80‬
‭4/14   NPS - Project Assistance  1181    W&S Prog. Man. 3/1-3/31/2025   HVA‬ ‭$2,823.53‬

‭NPS Budget‬ ‭$3,046.13‬
‭The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.‬
‭Nominating Committee:‬‭Mr. Saunders proposed the following‬‭slate of HRC officers for‬
‭consideration, on behalf of the committee: Chair - Jesse Klingebiel, Vice Chair - William Tingley,‬
‭Treasurer - Marc Andreotto, and Secretary - Bart Jones. Commissioners can submit an alternative slate‬
‭before the next meeting. Voting will take place at the June meeting.‬
‭Communications‬‭– none‬
‭Zoning permit applications for HRC review and comments‬
‭Honey Hill - North Canaan‬‭– The project is still under‬‭review. HRC could still weigh in on some‬
‭issues, in particular the need for native species planting along the riverbank due to the removal of‬
‭invasives.‬
‭New Milford Zoning referral – 20 Riverview Road, Gaylordsville‬‭– The proposed project involves‬
‭landscaping and additions to an existing home. Mr. Gambino, who is familiar with the property, noted‬
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‭that it is set very far back from the river and doesn’t anticipate any conflict with water-related‬
‭activities. Ms. Scherff can respond with comments to the applicant.‬

‭Work Plan Project Status Reports‬
‭Community Grants program –‬‭There are no updates, but‬‭it was suggested that public restrooms‬
‭could be included in some way, considering the tourist activity at the Covered Bridge.‬
‭Website – N‬‭o updates were shared, although it was‬‭noted that Julie Saxton is still looking for images,‬
‭especially historical images.‬
‭Invasive Plant Management –‬‭Mr. Gambino said that‬‭Cornwall is the only town paying attention to‬
‭the Japanese Knotweed issue. It is a serious issue, and although treatments are easy, getting permission‬
‭from private landowners and paying for it is the issue. Ms. Dias reminded everyone that a map of‬
‭locations is in the Management Plan, and that $20K is allocated for management. As Commission‬
‭members can not be paid as contractors, Mr. Gambino offered to recommend names. Ms. Dias‬
‭emphasized the need for a project plan with a budget to be able to utilize the funding, and noted that‬
‭examples are available. Mr. Ransom said that there are state funds for plants‬‭in‬‭the water, but is not‬
‭sure about‬‭near‬‭the water.‬

‭Visitor Use Management‬‭– HRC is holding off on working‬‭with DEEP and EnCon officers, although‬
‭HVA is planning to pursue some agreement.‬

‭Access Survey and Recommendations – W‬‭ork continues,‬‭and a report should be available soon.‬

‭Ruggles Landing Site Plan –‬‭Mr. Anstine said that‬‭the first meeting of the Friends of Ruggles‬
‭Landing will take place on May 14. They’ll be addressing questions necessary for incorporation.‬
‭Stormwater/Stream Crossing Surveys‬‭– no updates‬
‭Ongoing Resource Issues reports‬

‭Wastewater Management Project in West Cornwall‬‭– An‬‭RFQ for an engineering firm to design‬
‭and build the building itself (into the treatment facility) has been posted.‬
‭Gaylordsville‬‭–‬‭stone dumping in the river‬‭– There‬‭was discussion about dropping the issue from‬
‭future agendas, and considering hiring a lawyer. No action was taken.‬
‭GE Settlement/PCBs‬‭– Mr. Klingebiel mentioned a report‬‭that GE is ready to start dredging, using‬
‭pipelines to pump affected sediment to the upland disposal facility in Lee, Massachusetts.‬
‭HRC Member Updates‬‭–‬
‭DEEP‬‭– Mr. Ransom mentioned a new Fisheries Division‬‭package of regulations that take effect on‬
‭January 1, 2026, from the Connecticut northern border to New Milford for catch and release for‬
‭smallmouth bass. These regs will aid the fish population and address PCB concerns.‬
‭NPS‬‭– Ms. Dias will attend a Partners meeting tomorrow,‬‭involving all 18 rivers in the system from‬
‭Vermont to Florida. NPS is currently undergoing reorganization due to the new administration, and‬
‭services in many regional offices could be shut down. While the Wild and Scenic designation of the‬
‭Housatonic River, being an act of Congress, would remain, the Partnership Program and associated‬
‭NPS representation and funding are uncertain. No matter the outcome, Ms. Dias’s dedication is greatly‬
‭appreciated. The contributions of both Ms. Dias and Ms. Scherff can not be overstated.‬
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‭Discussion continued around concerns for future funding and the process of paying for current and‬
‭future services. There is hope that the state of Connecticut can provide assistance. Mr. Tingley is‬
‭meeting with HVA staff tomorrow to look at future funding for HRC projects and personnel.‬
‭Mutual Concerns & Future Agenda Items‬‭–‬‭none‬

‭The meeting was adjourned at 8:12 p.m.‬
‭Recording Secretary,‬

‭Susan Francisco‬

‭Next regular meeting – June 10, 2025‬ ‭Housatonic‬‭River Commission - (weebly.com)‬
‭BLEC – Berkshire Litchfield‬
‭Environmental Council‬

‭CCC – Citizens Coordinating Council‬
‭CCT – Cornwall Conservation Trust‬
‭DEEP – Department of Energy and‬

‭Environmental Protection‬
‭DOT – Department of Transportation‬
‭EnCon – Connecticut Environmental‬

‭Conservation Police‬
‭EPA – Environmental Protection Agency‬
‭FERC - Federal Energy Regulatory‬
‭Commission‬

‭FRCC – Farmington River Coordinating‬
‭Committee‬

‭GE – General Electric‬
‭H.E.A.L. – Housatonic Environmental‬
‭Action League‬

‭HMPA – Housatonic Meadows Preservation‬
‭Action‬

‭HHWG – Housatonic Herbicide Working‬
‭Group‬

‭HMSP – Housatonic Meadows State Park‬
‭HRC – Housatonic River Commission‬
‭HUD – Housing and Urban Development‬

‭HVA – Housatonic Valley Association‬
‭JKW – Japanese Knotweed‬
‭NCD – Northwest Conservation District‬
‭NHCOG – Northwest Hills Council of‬
‭Governments‬

‭NPS – National Park Service‬
‭RIO - River Information and Outreach‬
‭RFP - Request For Proposal‬
‭STEAP - Small Town Economic Assistance‬

‭Program‬
‭ZEO –Zoning Enforcement Officer‬
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https://hrcct.weebly.com/
https://hrcct.weebly.com/
https://www.ferc.gov/
https://www.ferc.gov/

