Housatonic River Commission

“to coordinate on a regional basis the local management and
protection of the Housatonic River Valley in northwestern Connecticut”

C Minutes of the February 11, 2025 Meeting (subject to approval at the next meeting)

B CCT/HRC Office, West Cornwall and via Google Meet
Christian Allyn — North Canaan — A William R. Tingley, Chairman — Sharon — A
Jack Anstine — North Canaan — A Phil Hart, Vice-chairman — Cornwall — P
Dick Heinz — Canaan (Falls Village) - P Barton Jones — Cornwall — P
Ellery Sinclair — Canaan (Falls Village)—P Jesse Klingebiel, Secretary — Kent — P
Stacie Weiner — Salisbury — P Michael Benjamin - Kent — A
Gordon Whitbeck — Salisbury — P Marc Andreotto, Treasurer — New Milford —P
Jim Saunders — Sharon — P Robert Gambino — New Milford — P

(Acronyms listed on the last page)

Also present were Madeline Scherff — HRC Project Manager; Mike Jastremski — HVA; Drew Ransom
—DEEP; and Jesse Bunce — North Canaan Selectman and Zoning Board member.

Mr. Hart called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

The new representative on HRC from DEEP, Drew Ransom, was introduced. He is a Fisheries
Biologist - Coldwater Program, with the Bureau of Natural Resources Fisheries Division, and looks
forward to working with HRC.

The January 14, 2025 Meeting minutes were approved as written.
Treasurer and NHCOG Financial Reports

Mr. Andreotto reported that the W&S account balance is $81,095.74, and the NHCOG-HRC
subaccount balance is $5,343.72.

Mr. Jones moved that the following invoices be paid.

Invoices: 12/6/2024-1/10/2025

Date Budget Line Invoice # Description Check To Amount
1/31  NPS - Organizat’l Devel. 366 Susan's Jan 2025 Recording Hours Susan Francisco $ 105.00
1/31  NPS - Organizat| Devel. 5147345290 Google Workspace Susan Francisco $ 30.63
1/15 NPS - River Access Planning 1110 HVA River Access Hours HVA $6,817.25
HVA Maps for Management
115 ';l'::’ - Update Management ;g Plan Update for work HVA $1,242.68
completed 8/26/24-12/31/24
HRC Road Stream Crossing
NPS - Stream Crossing Assessment on W&S
1/15 Management 1111 10/15/24-12/31/24 HVA $ 681.70
NPS $8,195.56
Budget

The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.
Communications — none

Zoning permit applications for HRC review and comments

Honey Hill - North Canaan — Mr. Bunce presented the plans for the River Woods subdivision on
Honey Hill Road. The plan was approved last night by the North Canaan Zoning Board for 20 houses
with a 300’ buffer between the homes and the Housatonic. At that meeting, Tim Abbott (HVA)
presented a set of contingencies that must be met before work can begin. Among them are the buffer
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hLmVrglCI_1oOtLDbqVBFuJmc6ESp1px/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YJ-ntc2mJWAaRiJhRWGOr-FhcJ7Skwse/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hKfGUAw3f1ALLT62RO4wh5LlhHfZQFVu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12w34OYw2HOqXQrcwe6GILXZpFHNaSS7Z/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fObmbIHqA7M0de8pY3EyynQIm12tZZ7X/view?usp=sharing

must be controlled by a single entity, plants and wildlife must be left alone, and if any archaeological
items are found, and certain agencies must be contacted. The walking path along the river will be
available to River Woods homeowners. There was a discussion of a possible greenway along the edge
of the development, and Ms. Scherff mentioned the availability of HRC community grant funding.

Ruggles Landing Site Plan — Mr. Bunce reported that the Friends of Ruggles Landing are ready to
form articles of incorporation. Once completed, the Friends group will talk to the state about the
demolition of the building on the property. They hope to organize a paddle in the spring and noted that
many, including families with kids, are excited about the future access to the river. Mr. Bunce will be
chair of the bipartisan group and Tim Abbott vice chair.

16 Raymond Ave, North Canaan — A late application for a standard shed project (.05 acres) was
received. Because of the distance from the river, it might just need a sign-off. Mr. Hart will visit the
site.

Northeast Building Supply, 44 Kent Road, Cornwall Bridge — Cornwall commissioners have made
site visits.

Mr. Andreotto moved that the application from Northeast Building Supply for buildings at 44
Kent Road in Cornwall Bridge be approved. The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.

Work Plan Project Status Reports

Community Grants program - Application for Cornwall River Commons — Mr. Jones met with
Henry Labalme to discuss the project. The Hughes Library is working with FirstLight to acquire or
obtain the right to use their property adjacent to the Hughes Library, extending south, and blending
into the existing access at the Bend. They envision plantings, a trail, and a clean-up of the area.
Conceptual plans need to be reviewed by Eversource before any lease agreement can be made and a
letter or support has been received from Eversource. On behalf of the Hughes Library, Mr. Labalme is
asking for $12K from HRC and will apply for Small Town Economic Assistance Program (STEAP)
funds. The River Access subcommittee has reviewed the information and recommends support.

Mr. Jones moved that the HRC approve a Community Grant of up to $12K to the Hughes
Library for designing a trail and plantings between the library and the Bend. The motion was
seconded.

After discussion, Mr. Jones moved to amend the motion to state that HRC approve a
Community Grant of up to $12K to the Hughes Library for designing a trail and plantings
between the library and the Bend subject to approval of the party they’re going to contract with
for conceptual plans.

It was later noted that the contractor should be a qualified licensed contractor.

Website — Ms. Scherff said that it’s close to launch.

Invasive Plant Management — no report

Visitor Use Management — no report

Update Management Plan — Jackie Dias is in the process of implementing the comments received.
Access Survey and Recommendations — Work continues on the data accumulated.
Stormwater/Stream Crossing Surveys — ongoing

Signage — Ms. Scherff has reached out to DOT regarding locations, and then it goes to the towns. Ms.
Saunders has recommended sites and those will be shared once approved.
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Ongoing Resource Issues reports:

Wastewater Management Project in West Cornwall — Funding is in place, and it has been moved
from the federal to the state branch of HUD.

Gaylordsville — stone dumping in the river — Discussion revolved around who actually can do
something about the issue. Ms. Gambino said that New Milford Wetlands should be the one, but that
there are a lot of landowners involved. Mr. Ransom added that there are rules about illegal dumping
and he will look into it.

GE Settlement/PCBs — no report
HRC Member Updates

Town updates: Sharon - Mr. Saunders reported that the Sharon first selectman has requested $ 1mil
under a STEAP grant for repairing a section of River Road on the west side of the river just below
Cornwall Bridge that has been washed away. The town has retained an engineer and Mr. Saunders will
have plans to share at the March meeting. Ms. Scherff is in the process of writing a letter of support for
Sharon's STEAP application.

e NPS — Ms. Scherff and Ms. Dias visited the site of an Eversource easement in Gaylordsville near
Bulls Bridge. NPS was contacted since the routine vegetation maintenance on the Eversource property
is along the river. The four-year management plan begins with mechanical cutting, followed by
herbicide treatment targeting woody invasive species. Ms. Scherff and Ms. Dias will follow up with
Eversource to confirm that best management practices are followed.

Mutual Concerns & Future Agenda Items
Ms. Scherff reminded HRC that they need to be thinking about the FY2025-2026 budget.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:04 p.m.
Recording Secretary,
T S e =

Susan Francisco

Next regular meeting — March 11, 2025 Housatonic River Commission - (weebly.com)

BLEC — Berkshire Litchfield FRCC - Farmington River Coordinating HVA — Housatonic Valley Association
Environmental Council Committee JKW — Japanese Knotweed
CCC - Citizens Coordinating Council GE — General Electric NCD - Northwest Conservation District
CCT - Cornwall Conservation Trust H.E.A.L. — Housatonic Environmental NHCOG - Northwest Hills Council of
DEEP — Department of Energy and Action League Governments
Environmental Protection HMPA — Housatonic Meadows Preservation NPS — National Park Service
DOT - Department of Transportation Action RIO - River Information and Outreach
EnCon - Connecticut Environmental HHWG - Housatonic Herbicide Working RFP - Request For Proposal
Conservation Police Group STEAP - Small Town Economic Assistance
EPA — Environmental Protection Agency HMSP — Housatonic Meadows State Park Program
FERC - Federal Energy Regulatory HRC - Housatonic River Commission ZEO —Zoning Enforcement Officer
Commission HUD - Housing and Urban Development
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https://hrcct.weebly.com/
https://www.ferc.gov/
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