Housatonic River Commission

“to coordinate on a regional basis the local management and
protection of the Housatonic River Valley in northwestern Connecticut”

Minutes of the March 11, 2025 Meeting (subject to approval at the next meeting)
- HRC Office, West Cornwall and via Google Meet
Christian Allyn — North Canaan — P William R. Tingley, Chairman — Sharon — P

Jack Anstine — North Canaan — P Phil Hart, Vice-chairman — Cornwall — A
Dick Heinz — Canaan (Falls Village) - P Barton Jones — Cornwall — P

Ellery Sinclair — Canaan (Falls Village)—P Jesse Klingebiel, Secretary — Kent — P

Stacie Weiner — Salisbury — A Michael Benjamin - Kent — P

Gordon Whitbeck — Salisbury — A Marc Andreotto, Treasurer — New Milford —P
Jim Saunders — Sharon — P Robert Gambino — New Milford — A

(Acronyms listed on the last page)

Also present were Madeline Scherff — HRC Project Manager; Jackie Dias - NPS; Rob Phillips —
NHCOG; Mike Jastremski and Jillian Gunderson — HVA; and Drew Ransom — DEEP.

Mr. Tingley called the meeting to order at 7:13 p.m.

The February 11, 2025 Meeting minutes were approved with the following addition: pg 2 under
Community Grants — After discussion. Mr. Jones moved to amend...The motion was seconded
and approved unanimously.

Treasurer and NHCOG Financial Reports

Mr. Andreotto reported that the W&S account balance is $72,220.31, and the NHCOG-HRC
subaccount balance is $6,143.72.

Mr. Klingebiel moved that the following invoices be paid.

Invoices: 2/11/2025-3/5/2025

Date Budget Line Inv# Description Check To Amount

2/28 NPS - Organizat’l Devel. 367 Susan's Jan 2025 Recording Hrs Susan Francisco $ 105.00
3/5 NPS - Project Assistance 1118 W&S Prog. Man. 1/1-1/31/25  HVA $2,823.53
3/5 NPS - Project Assistance 1119 W&S Prog. Man 2/1-2/28/25  HVA $2,823.53

NPS Budget $5,752.06
The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.

Communications — In a letter, Bruce Bennett, Chair of the Agricultural Science and Technology
Advisory Council, informed HRC of a proposal from the Housatonic Valley Regional High School
Agricultural Science and Technology Education (ASTE) for utilizing Eversource property north of the
school in Falls Village to construct a Land Laboratory, a wide-spectrum, hands-on lab which will
allow students to study various aspects of agriculture and natural resources. Mr. Bennett is requesting
approval to take water from the river for irrigation purposes. There was discussion about how much
water would be used.

Mr. Sinclair moved that the HRC give full support to the efforts made by the ASTE to develop a
Land Lab on the Housatonic. The motion was seconded and approved unanimously.

A letter will be sent to Mr. Bennett regarding current and continued support.

Mr. Tingley met with the Cornwall first selectman regarding the signage of “West Cornwall” on both
entrances to the Covered Bridge (The west side is technically Sharon.)
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Zoning permit applications for HRC review and comments

Honey Hill - North Canaan — Mr. Tingley spoke with North Canaan Zoning Board members, who
confirmed that the Honey Hill subdivision has been approved. It remains to be seen how the deed
restrictions will be noted nor how they will be enforced.

Structure at 16 Raymond Road, North Canaan — Mr. Allyn visited the site and signed off on the
project.

Approval of the Management Plan — Mr. Jones expressed appreciation to Ms. Dias for the thorough
job done on the Management Plan. Once finalized, the idea of holding an open house at the office for
all the towns was discussed, along with questions about who can make changes and whether it is open
to minor changes.

Mr. Klingebiel moved that the HRC approve the Housatonic River Management Plan as
presented. The motion was seconded and approved unanimously.

Approval of the FYE 2026 Workplan — Ms. Dias presented the FYE 2026 Workplan (October 1,
2025-September 30, 2026. The six sections of the Workplan are as follows: Community Grants
Program, Visitor Use Management and Planning, Program Manager, Communications and Outreach,
Organizational Development, and Indirect 10% de minimus to NHCOG/fiscal agent. Mr. Phillips
mentioned that a new fiscal financial grants manager was coming on board at NHCOG in April.

Mr. Jones moved that HRC approve the FYE budget totaling $150,000 as presented, subject to
possible review based on the federal budget. The motion was seconded and approved
unanimously.

Ruggles Landing Site Plan — Mr. Ransom stated that DEEP officials are appreciative of the Friends
of Ruggles Landing group. He explained that for the state to move forward with the project, the
building needs to be demolished/removed. Mr. Tingley understands that the state has money from
reparations to remove the building. Mr. Allyn will contact the North Canaan Fire Department to see if
there’s any interest in getting involved with the demolition/removal.

Work Plan Project Status Reports

Community Grants program — nothing new

Website — Ms. Scherff said that it’s ever closer to launch. They now have the paid version of the
website.

Invasive Plant Management — Mr. Allyn has been in contact with a possible volunteer to complete
the Japanese Knotweed mapping in Salisbury.

Visitor Use Management — HVA is working on data that should be ready to share at the April
meeting.

Access Survey and Recommendations — Mr. Tingley said ASTE’s work with Eversource is a good
sign that HRC could work with Eversource at other locations on the river. A meeting with Mr. Tingley,
Mr. Jones, and Mr. Jastremski was suggested.

Stormwater/Stream Crossing Surveys — ongoing

Signage — Ms. Scherff will contact DOT. The tentative list drawn up by the Communications
Subcommittee will be shared with HRC members.

Ongoing Resource Issues reports

Wastewater Management Project in West Cornwall — Ms. Dias reported that the committee is close
to sending out requests for qualifications for the construction of the structure itself (not the distribution
system). An agreement with the landowner is essential.
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Gaylordsville — stone dumping in the river — Mr. Ransom summarized that the notice of violation
was issued to the landowner four years ago and that there’s nothing DEEP can do without action from
local law enforcement. He will continue to investigate the issue.

GE Settlement/PCBs — no report
HRC Member Updates — none

Mutual Concerns & Future Agenda Items — none

The meeting was adjourned at 8:07 p.m.

Next regular meeting — April 8, 2025

BLEC — Berkshire Litchfield
Environmental Council

CCC - Citizens Coordinating Council

CCT - Cornwall Conservation Trust

DEEP — Department of Energy and
Environmental Protection

DOT - Department of Transportation

EnCon — Connecticut Environmental
Conservation Police

EPA — Environmental Protection Agency

FERC - Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission
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Recording Secretary,

Susan Francisco

Housatonic River Commission - (weebly.com)

FRCC - Farmington River Coordinating
Committee

GE - General Electric

H.E.A.L. — Housatonic Environmental
Action League

HMPA - Housatonic Meadows Preservation
Action

HHWG - Housatonic Herbicide Working
Group

HMSP — Housatonic Meadows State Park

HRC - Housatonic River Commission

HUD - Housing and Urban Development
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HVA — Housatonic Valley Association

JKW — Japanese Knotweed

NCD - Northwest Conservation District

NHCOG - Northwest Hills Council of
Governments

NPS — National Park Service

RIO - River Information and Outreach

RFP - Request For Proposal

STEAP - Small Town Economic Assistance
Program

ZEO —Zoning Enforcement Officer


https://hrcct.weebly.com/
https://hrcct.weebly.com/
https://www.ferc.gov/
https://www.ferc.gov/

