Housatonic River Commission

“to coordinate on a regional basis the local management and
protection of the Housatonic River Valley in northwestern Connecticut”

Minutes of the July 23, 2026 Special Meeting
(subject to approval at the next meeting)

via Google Meet

Christian Allyn—North Canaan—A William R. Tingley, Vice-chair—Sharon—P
Jack Anstine—North Canaan—A Phil Hart—Cornwall—A

Colter Rule—Canaan (Falls Village)—P Bruce Bennett—Cornwall—A

Mark Gozonsky—Canaan (Falls Village)—A Jesse Klingebiel, Chair—Kent—P

Robin Sweeney—Salisbury—P Michael Benjamin—Kent—P

Salisbury—TBD Marc Andreotto, Treasurer—New Milford—P
Jim Saunders, Secretary—Sharon—P Robert Gambino—New Milford—A

Also present: Jackie Dias, NPS; Madeline Scherff (outgoing Wild and Scenic Program Coordinator,
departed at the start of the meeting); and Julie Saxton (guest, candidate for Program Coordinator
position).

Mr. Klingebiel called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

The Commission met with Julie Saxton, a candidate proposed to succeed Madeline Scherff as Wild and
Scenic Program Coordinator. Ms. Saxton has managed the HRC website since 2012 and is known to
several commissioners through prior work; her background includes teaching, project management in
solar development, independent consulting, and library board service. She has taken on organizations'
complex projects and helped move them forward. She confirmed her availability beginning August 1,
2026.

Contract Terms

- Position: Wild and Scenic Program Coordinator (contractor), approximately 20 hours per week
- Term: August 1, 2026 — September 30, 2027

- Total value: $49,000 (~$7,000 this fiscal year, ~$42,000 next fiscal year); minor budget reallocation
(under $10,000) will be handled administratively.

Mr. Saunders moved that Julie Saxton be hired as the new Wild and Scenic Program Coordinator.
The motion was seconded and passed unanimously

The meeting was adjourned at 7:54 p.m.
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Recording Secretary,

Susan Francisco
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